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Alan Griffin
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs

PO Box 1034
Waverley Gardens VIC 3170 

Wednesday, 5 March 2008

Dear Alan,

Enhancement of New Online Nominal Roll of Vietnam Veterans

I’m writing to you to suggest an enhancement to the new online Nominal Roll of Vietnam Veterans. That enhancement is to include a “Date of Death” field in the advanced search web page.

My understanding is that this information is supplied to DVA by people such as Funeral Directors, and perhaps others.

Tony Scroope started the “Mortality Files” and ran them for about 20 years before he asked me to take over almost 5 years ago. Essentially they are the nominal roll details for individual veterans combined with date of death information. With a lot of effort the best we can do is get about 50% of the total deaths. DVA has all the information, so it would seem logical for them to provide the information.

Veterans’ organisations already use the information to prepare lists of deceased veterans from their units.
Privacy issues should be no different than those for our personal information which is already publicly released. Perhaps an “opt in” rather than an “opt out” approach may be preferred.

It’s about as close as you could get to a “no cost” option.

I’m happy to explain what I do if an appropriate person on your staff wishes to contact me.
Yours faithfully,

TERRY FOGARTY.
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