Courier Mail
Edition 1 - First with the newsTUE 20 MAY 2008, Page 066 
General a credit to the army 


ALBY MORRISON, AO
Soldier
Born: Sydney, August 15, 1927
Died: Canberra, May 9, 2008
WHILE serving with the British Commonwealth Occupation Force at Hiro in earthquake-prone southern Japan in 1948, newly-graduated Lieutenant Alby Morrison had an idea.
It took form as the Morrison Anti-Earthquake Kit, a two-metre wooden plank carried under the left am.
In the event of an earthquake, the plank could be placed across any fissures so the user's mobility could be maintained.
It was never tested in such circumstances, but the young soldier and his cohorts in the 66th Australian Infantry Battalion found it perfect for crossing the drains separating their mess from that of their mates in nearby A Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery.
They were a generation of young men who graduated from Duntroon too late for World War II, whose life in Japan was an enjoyable routine of training and socialising.
They were not to know that war was looming over the horizon, and soon they would distinguish themselves in junior commands in Korea and, a generation later, provide distinguished leadership in Vietnam.
Alan Lindsay Morrison was educated at Waverley College, Randwick before entering the Royal Military College in 1945.
He performed in the college reviews as a singer and straight man but when an injury curtailed his rugby union playing days, he qualified as a referee whose decisions can ignite controversy to this day.
Graduating as an infantry officer in 1947, he went straight to Japan, although the idyll was cut short when the 66th Battalion, now renamed the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment, 2 RAR, returned to Puckapunyal in Victoria late in 1948.
In June 1950 the Korean War started, and he was among those who volunteered to reinforce 3 RAR, arriving in Japan in August and deploying to Korea with the battalion in September.
The battalion fought a number of significant engagements as it advanced into North Korea with the UN forces, reaching the Yalu River when the Chinese entered the war in December, forcing an allied withdrawal.
He suffered an eye wound and was evacuated to Japan, where he was sent to a staff posting, returning to Korea on the headquarters staff of 28 Commonwealth Brigade, commanded by Australian Brigadiers Tom Daly, then John Wilton.
For his service in Korea, he was appointed MBE.
Returning to Australia in 1953, he was posted as adjutant to the CMF 51st Infantry Battalion in Cairns, where in 1958 he married Margaret Lennon.
Attendance at the British Army Staff College at Camberley and a period on the Australian Army Staff, London followed, before he was posted to 1 RAR (Pentropic), an experimental organisation under the command of Colonel Sandy Pearson.
From 1965, as a lieutenant-colonel, he instructed at the Australian Army Staff College at Fort Queenscliff in Victoria where, as the mess wines member, he had an unfortunate, not to mention expensive encounter with a set of wet stairs in the mess cellar (a converted artillery magazine under a gun emplacement) and a wine cask.
Late in 1967, Lt-Colonel Morrison, had the task of raising a new infantry battalion 9 RAR with the proviso that it be operationally ready not later than October 1968.
Starting with a complement of 10 per cent of officers and warrant officers, 50 per cent of sergeants and 25 per cent of corporals the other positions were filled as personnel became available and including two weeks' battle efficiency training at Canungra, 9 RAR deployed to Vietnam in November 1968.
In the following 12 months the battalion participated in 12 major operations in four provinces, losing 35 killed and 150 wounded.
Towards the end of its tour another Waverley College and Duntroon graduate, Lieutenant Peter Cosgrove, later Chief of the Australian Defence Force, arrived as a reinforcement.
Cosgrove's aggressive leadership would win him a Military Cross, while for his leadership of 9 RAR, Lt-Col Morrison was made a Companion of the Distinguished Service Order, DSO.
After Vietnam, he was military assistant to his old boss, now Chief of the General Staff, Lieutenant-General Thomas Daly, before attending the Royal College of Defence Studies in London.
From 1976-1977, as a brigadier, he commanded the 1st Brigade at Holsworthy, before being appointed Commandant of the Royal Military College as a major-general.
During his four-year tenure he did much to break down barriers between the cadets, college staff and the community, and he was the driving force behind the foundation of The Duntroon Society, an organisation which now links all Australian Army officer training institutions.
For his services as Commandant of the Royal Military College, he was appointed an Officer in the Military Division of the Order of Australia, AO.
After a brief as Chief of Personnel, he left the Army in 1981 to be a services member of the Repatriation Commission, the oldest statutory body in Australia. He finally retired in May 1989. In retirement General Morrison continued his association with the Royal Australian Regiment as Colonel Commandant from 1986-1993 and simultaneously as national president of the RAR Association.
He also established the RAR Foundation and became its inaugural chairman.
In recent years the onset of Alzheimer's disease robbed his family and friends of the charm and companionship of one of nature's gentlemen.
Major-General Morrison is survived by his wife, their son and daughter, and five grandchildren.
His son, Major-General David Morrison, is Deputy Chief of the Australian Army.
Ross Eastgate
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