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Summary – Tilbrook to AFV

Bob Richards, the Principal of Advocacy for Veterans (AFV) has been an advocate for veterans for almost twenty years.

He was my fourth advocate in the four year process to gain my TPI. He has a very good working knowledge of veterans’ law and associated procedures. Better than many of the decision makers. He’s a very tenacious fighter for his clients. Without him I would not have gained my TPI.

When he asked me to help him by researching his “too hard” cases I had no hesitation in helping him. I’ve done almost twenty of these over about three years. I scan the entire files (usually several hundred pages) and then review everything from the basics.

There are two important matters associated with this 1999 letter:

1. The statement in paragraph 2 of page 2 “In the event that there is no mention of an incident, then an informed comment is made as to the ‘probability’ of a particular claim”.

2. The fact that Bob provided the OFT with a copy of this letter.
Concerning the statement the following comments apply:
· When considered in conjunction with other statements made by Tilbrook to Repat/DVA and/or OFT the matter of dishonesty arises. Whether this constitutes a breach under Commonwealth or State laws is the responsibility of the investigating authority to determine.

· Why did OFT not take this into account?

· Why did CMC not detect this error?

· A breach concerning conspiracy also appears to be there.

· The High Court Precedent concerning probability is that the decision maker has to be 95% certain that the claimed fact did not happen before he (or she) can disallow the claim. Tilbrook’s procedures do not appear to come anywhere near this degree of probability. The High court Precedent is from “Byrnes” and I will detail it in more detail in the the folder dealing with “VEA Material”.
Whilst Tilbrook uses “research” throughout this letter these endeavours are quite clearly “investigation” as defined by VEA Sec 17.
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