A FAIR GO FOR AUSTRALIA’S MILITARY VETERANS

For over a quarter of a century Australia’s Military Veterans have been cheated by their own government.

The 198? Ombudsman’s report revealed that the Repatriation Commission (and some other departments) was not applying Court precedents in its decision making processes. This situation continues today.

The current value of a single rate TPI pension (including Service Pension) for 20 years is $767,364.

As at 30 June 2006 80% of disability pensioners (116,591 veterans) were not on the Special Rate.

The product of the above is $89,467,736,124 – yes nearly $90 billion. That’s some crime against veterans.

Whilst there is an argument that not all of the 80% referred to above would be entitled to a TPI pension there is a compensating argument. The figures used are for one year only. Every year the totals change because of new pensions granted and old pensioners dying. DVA’s own figures show a decline of 14,200 between June 2005 and June 2006.

The prevailing High Court Precedent (from Bushell) for establishing entitlement for Veterans with “Operational Service” says that the issue is not about comparing one doctor’s opinion with another doctor’s opinion.

So what does the Repatriation Commission do?

It develops a “Second Opinion Protocol” thereby ensuring that decision makers do compare one doctor’s opinion with another’s (and choose between the two).

How can this be anything other than contempt of the High Court?

1. Basic Statistics

2. Contempt of High Court

3. AAT – dishonest answer

4. VRB – no intention to follow legal hierarchy

5. Former Justice Minister & AFP – Refusal to investigate

6. QOFT – Conspiracy with DVA – Legislation changed to avoid prosecution
7. DVA spends millions on lawyers – veterans statute barred from using lawyers at VRB
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