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To Senior
“Delegates of the Repatriation Commission”

As per list at end of this letter.
Saturday, 21 October 2006
I can’t control the exact time that Senator Bartlett’s Office will deliver the material to the Prime Minister’s Office. Neither can I control what the PM’s Office does with it. However I expect delivery to the PM’s Office early in the week starting Monday 23rd October, 2006.

Because of Parliamentary Privilege Politicians are untouchable in respect of these criminal issues. So I’m not even going to worry about them.

However it is different for everyone who acts as a “Delegate of the Repatriation Commission”. The legal responsibility for decisions rests with individual delegates. Executive people such as you have additional governance responsibilities, requiring high standards of honesty. There are a number of precedents, but perhaps the most dramatic is the Nuremberg Precedent.

The Repatriation Commission have been the school yard bullies for decades and I can’t imagine the government will easily let this matter proceed. However as there are no time limits on criminal prosecutions that won’t really matter.
Large numbers of veterans already have an entitlement to have their decisions remade (properly) because the original decisions have been made “ultra vires”. The only difference will be that many “Delegates of the Repatriation Commission” may be in jail. When you consider comments such as Professor Adrian Pagan’s it hardly seems worth it.

The media currently has stories about ATO staff (probably former staff by now) being convicted for dishonest actions. Is dishonesty only a criminal offence if it is committed against the government?

Terry Fogarty
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Professor Adrian Pagan
In answer to how much Veterans’ Pensions “cost” the government.
"They don't cost anything (ignoring admin costs) because they are just a transfer between one group of people and another. It's not like taxation used for defence spending or building of bridges where the government are themselves making a claim on resources. In the case of pensions it's moving the income around. This can have different effects as veterans spend on different things to non-veterans but I doubt that you can construct a case for a pension with different spending patterns, although it used to be once argued that if you wanted to stimulate the economy raising pensions would do that as they would be spent on consumption and not saved. In today's set up with rising interest rates we don't have any problems with consumption levels.
 
So the issue of veterans’ pensions is not cost but whether you support the re-distribution. When politicians say it costs too much to raise a pension they are really saying that they don't feel that the electorate would support such a redistribution."
 
Adrian Pagan 6/8/06
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