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Mr Maurice Newman AC
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Australian Broadcasting Corporation

c/o ABC Secretariat
14th floor
700 Harris St
Ultimo, NSW 2007

Dear Sir,

Accurate and impartial reporting
of Repatriation Commission Issues
I’m writing to you to see if I can enlist your aid in relation to what is, and has been, large scale non application of High Court precedents in relation to the determination of pension claims by Australia’s war veterans.
I’ve done a considerable amount of research on this issue. Details can be accessed at the following internet hyperlink:

http://vesca.tripod.com/Veterans/Correspondence.htm
A West Australian veteran, Graham MacLeod, has been researching these matters for almost thirty years. I’ve included an extract from a recent email he sent me, on the following page.

Graham’s email address is:

birddog@smartchat.net.au
For whatever reason the media generally seem to be reluctant to give these issues any sustained coverage. When they do the coverage is often not impartial because the reporters usually seek the opinion of the relevant public service department. Analogous to a judge in a criminal trial asking the defendant to decide his own case.
Veterans, as a fraternity stretching from the Boer War to the present and extending into the future, have fought, died, and been injured preserving democracy. An essential part of democracy is the legal system so surely they are entitled to have the legal system honestly applied to their benefit.

I’ve refrained from sending you large amounts of material, but I can obviously make more material available to your reporters. I’m quite sure Graham MacLeod would be prepared to do the same.

The last two pages of this letter are from your web site.

Yours faithfully,

TERRY FOGARTY.

	The hyperlink containing Graham’s 1992 “VRB Bias” report is below:

http://vesca.tripod.com/Veterans/Graham%20MacLeod/Graham%20MacLeod.htm
Graham Macleod made the following comment in a recent email:

It has been my observation that Federal Government

    Departments wilfully follow Departmental policy when 

    it suits their purpose but equally wilfully ignore it when 

    it doesn't suit their purpose.

 

    Among the many official Federal Governmental

    publications in my personal collection is a series of

    Annual Reports of the Commonwealth and Defence

    Force Ombudsman during the 1980s.

 

    One of those Annual Reports contains a paragraph 

    in which the Commonwealth and Defence Force 

    Ombudsman reported the fact that various Federal

    Government Departments (which he identified by

    name) were refusing to comply with the legal 

    precedents created by decisions handed down by

    Australian courts.
 

    One of the Departments which he named was the

    Repatriation Commission.

 

    If they blatantly refuse to comply with the decisions

    handed down by Australian courts, then what hope

    have we of forcing them to comply with their own 

    'Self-Created Rules of Policy' ?

The hyperlink below contains extensive material in relation to the same matter:

http://vesca.tripod.com/Veterans/Correspondence.htm
Whilst two replies suggested referring the issues to “The Ombudsman” the problem seems to be that the Ombudsman’s Act gives the Ombudsman no teeth.

(Going from memory) section 6 (of the Ombudsman Act) prevents the Ombudsman dealing with matters that are the province of the courts.

Ombudsman Annual Reports from the 1980s identified major problems that still exist today.

I’ve referred the issue to the Governor General.

Copies of the correspondence can be found on the hyperlink above. 




Appointed Chairman for a five year term commencing 1 January 2007.

	Maurice Newman is currently Chairman of the Australian Securities Exchange. 

His career spans forty years in stockbroking and investment banking, including as Managing Director in 1984, and Executive Chairman from 1985 until 1999, of what is now the Deutsche Bank Group in Australia. He was Chairman of the Deutsche Bank Asia Pacific Advisory Board and a Director of Deutsche Bank Asia Pacific from 1999 to 2001. He was also Chairman of Deutsche Asset Management ( Australia) Limited from 1997 until 2000. 

Mr Newman has chaired a number of Asian business alliances including the East Asia and Oceania Stock Exchange Federation, and the Australia Taiwan Business Council. 

He has been an adviser to Australian governments, as a member of the Consultative Committee on Relations with Japan (1984-1987); a Commissioner of the National Commission of Audit (1996); a member of the Business Advisory Panel established by the Minister for Multicultural Affairs (1997 - 2002); Chairman of the National Judging Panel for Innovation in Local Government (1997-1998); Chairman of the Commonwealth Government’s National Year 2000 Steering Committee (1997-2000); and the Business Mature Age Workforce Advisory Group (2000–2001); Co-Chair of the Singapore Australia Business Alliance Forum (1999 - 2002); Member of the New South Wales Premier’s Major Events Board (2002 – 2004); and Chairman of the Federal Treasurer’s Financial Sector Advisory Council (1998 - 2007); Sydney Convention & Visitors Bureau (2001 – 2007); and Tourism New South Wales (2002 – 2007). 

In 1997, he was Australia’s Private Sector Representative to the First Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting Business Forum held in London; and in 1999 led a delegation of senior Australian executives to New York promoting “Australia, the Dynamic Success Story of the Asia Pacific – A Centre for Global Financial Services”. 

From 1999 until February 2003, Mr Newman was the Chairman of Acrux Limited. From January to August 2003, he was a Member of the Advisory Committee of Australasian Medical Insurance Ltd; from 2001 to 2004 a Member of the Advisory Council of the Asia Society AustralAsia Centre; and from 1998 to June 2004, Chairman of the Sydney Legacy Citizen’s Committee. He served as a Director of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation from December 2000 to June 2004. 

In 2002 he was appointed Chancellor of Macquarie University, and Advisor to the Marsh Group of Companies. In June 2004 he was appointed a Director of the Queensland Investment Corporation. 

He is Chairman of the Australian Father’s Day Council; the Taronga Zoo Foundation; Patron of CEDA, Member of the Business Council of Australia’s Chairmen’s Panel; and Civil Patron, Royal Australian Naval Reserves, Professional Studies Program. 

Mr Newman was awarded a Companion of the Order of Australia, AC in 2002, and an Order of Australia, AM in 1994. In 1999 Mr Newman was awarded the Economic Medal First Class by Taiwan’s Ministry of Economic Affairs for services to Australia-Taiwan relations; in 2001, the AustCham Singapore President’s Medal for services to Australia-Singapore relations; and in 2002 was made an Honorary Life Member and Fellow of SDIA. In 2003 he was awarded the Centenary Medal for outstanding service to the financial services industry. 






	AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION ACT 1983 
- SECT 8 
Duties of the Board 


(1) 

It is the duty of the Board: 

(a) 

to ensure that the functions of the Corporation are performed efficiently and with the maximum benefit to the people of Australia; 

(b) 

to maintain the independence and integrity of the Corporation; 

(c) 

to ensure that the gathering and presentation by the Corporation of news and information is accurate and impartial according to the recognized standards of objective journalism; and 

(d) 

to ensure that the Corporation does not contravene, or fail to comply with: 

(i) 

any of the provisions of this Act or any other Act that are applicable to the Corporation; or 

(ii) 

any directions given to, or requirements made in relation to, the Corporation under any of those provisions; and 

(e) 

to develop codes of practice relating to programming matters and to notify those codes to the Australian Broadcasting Authority. 

(2) 

If the Minister at any time furnishes to the Board a statement of the policy of the Commonwealth Government on any matter relating to broadcasting, or any matter of administration, that is relevant to the performance of the functions of the Corporation and requests the Board to consider that policy in the performance of its functions, the Board shall ensure that consideration is given to that policy. 

(3) 

Nothing in subsection (1) or (2) is to be taken to impose on the Board a duty that is enforceable by proceedings in a court. 
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