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Senator Andrew Bartlett

Suite 14B1, 7/421 Brunswick Street

Fortitude Valley, Queensland 4006 

Tel: 07 3252 7101 

Tuesday, 12 June 2007
Dear Senator Bartlett,

As a constituent of yours I’m writing to you to see if you’d be prepared to forward the accompanying information to the Minister for Justice and Customs for me.

I’m aware that the Australian Democrats have a very good record of standing up for Australia’s Veterans. There are some notable Parliamentary Speeches by:
· Don Chipp in 1985

· Meg Lees in 1992

· Meg Lees in 1994

I’m sure there are many others.
Quite surprisingly, the evidence to put this issue together comes from DVA’s own website. All the information I have used is publicly available.

The Repatriation Commission has long been a law unto itself. Evidence of this is that after appeals were allowed to the courts (around 1977) the acceptance rate of claims increased from around 30% to around 70% - an increase of approximately 130%.

They’ve lost all five appearances at the High Court since then. Not being prepared to accept the umpire’s decisions they usually try to change the rules, although they were unable to do so in 1992 because of Meg Lees (and the rest of the Democrats) opposition.

Since then they’ve resorted to not applying the court decisions, so the matter I write to you about today is only the tip of the iceberg.

Thanks for your support,

Terry Fogarty
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