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I efer to your lslter dated 20 May 2007 in $tich lou aleded me lo yor./r conc€ms abo'rt
posslble inoirect app icaiion of case aw in decisons by the R€patrlation Commission
VeteEre' Revi* Boad and rhe AdministEli@ App€als Tdbuml (AAT).

I understand you discussed your concems with lhe Assistant RegislEr, Sian lealhem,
in a l€iephone dieussion earlier today. Ms lealhem infornrs rne that your concems
€stp maily wilh lh€ Repatiation Commisslon, althouqh you believ€ rhee may be
caes in which decisions by individlal membeB of ths AAT do not accord witi er6ting

The Tnblna cannol inteNene wilh respect to docisions ofthe Repahalon Commission
olher lhan lhrcugh appeals io ir via rhe Vererans Rdiew Boad and by the intufl@
whlch itsdecisions hav€ on Commission decisions g€n€rally

As I am sure you undeBland, lhe.e ls n! basls upon which I or anyone eLse in the
T.bunal coud evsir decsions which have previousty leen made by th€ Tibunat,
Ho!€ver, part€s who are dissalisfied wih Tnblnaii*isions hav€ tt€ 4lht lo appegl
lo rhe Federdl Collr oi Auslralia under s,l4 of lhe Adrdnlst€tiw ADDeaE Tnbunal Act
1975 (Cth). Such an aFFeal is lih ed ro a qu€slbn of ld ad stbuld g€nerally be
lodoed no laier lhan 28 days after Ec€lpl ollh€ T bunal's decis on However, pani€s
ha@ a dght lo request an exlension ol rims to appear to lhe Fede6l coun if
ci.cumstances waranl Ihat cou.se.

The idbunal has a comprehensive potu$ioMl development program ln which
membec are kepl infomdd ofdevelopmenls in case law and pov ded wnh suppon
and intormalion b asjst them in rhei. decisioMakng or€. I do rct ag€e with yolr
assedon lhat tlre Tibunalincorecly appli€s case aw in a sionificant number ol caseE.
Many appeal decisions simply reiecl difierent opinions as lo the law The number of
occas ons whon judges ot the High colnofAu6iEli. our highest Court, do not a9€€



Thank you ror bring ng ihis malter to mv atlent or
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