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East Melbourne VIC 3002
Tuesday, 29 May 2007
Are You Going To Betray Australia’s Veterans?
Dear Senator Allison,

I know most politicians only respond to correspondence from their constituents, but I’m asking that you take the time to read this. I have asked veterans to write to their politicians, so it is possible that you will get letters from your constituents about these matters.

I am asking that you display the personal courage that you expect Australia’s Veterans to individually display when they are on active service:

1. Form your own opinion of these matters.

2. Act according to what is fair and honest.

Both major parties have relied on flawed bureaucratic advice for decades so there is no “political” aspect to this. A change of government later this year will not necessarily resolve any of these issues.
The hardline attitudes have been driven by Treasury often through the Auditor General. Wars have a long tail and it is not for bureaucrats to reduce compensation earned during war or similar operations.

As a politician your duties revolve around legislation. “Case Law” is the companion of legislation and if you’re capable of reading and forming opinions on legislation you are certainly capable of reading and forming opinions on the critical cases in this matter.

Essentially the Bushell, Byrnes, and Deledio cases ruled against the interpretations the Repatriation Commission was trying to make by having the government of the day introduce amending legislation. Despite these decisions the Repatriation Commission, in many cases, has applied its own interpretations in preference to the decisions of the High Court and the Federal Court. Additionally the supposedly independent review bodies (VRB & AAT) have, in many cases, applied the Repatriation Commission interpretations in preference to the court decisions.

You can’t get much clearer cases of contempt than those.

There is a lot of material relative to this matter. You should be able to find it all from the following web page. If not contact me:

http://vesca.tripod.com/Veterans/Correspondence.htm
Nobody is asking you to declare the bureaucrats guilty.

What you are being asked is to let the only appropriate court examine and determine these matters.

Commissions and/or enquiries are entirely inappropriate because the government of the day sets the agenda. The central issue in these matters is large scale bureaucratic dishonesty.

Australia’s Veterans’ have died and suffered disabilities protecting our democracy. Are you going to betray Australia’s Veterans?

Yours faithfully,

Terry Fogarty.
	Questions for the Prime Minister
1. Is the Prime Minister aware of allegations that the correct "case law" resulting from the Bushell/Byrnes/Deledio precedents has not been applied to large numbers of veterans' applications for disability pensions?
2. Is the Prime Minister aware that replies to Terry Fogarty from the Repatriation Commissioner (12/12/06), the Prime Minister's Parliamentary Secretary (Hon Tony Smith) (10/4/07) and Mr Alex Anderson, Assistant Secretary Legal Policy Branch of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (27/4/07) are all incorrect?
3. Is the Prime Minister aware that large numbers of these errors have not been corrected by either the Veterans' Review Board or the Administrative Appeals Tribunal?
4. Is the Prime minister aware that the Doctrine of the Separation of Powers has been circumvented and that there is no ability for veterans to prosecute criminal offences under VEA Sect 4a?
5. Will the Prime Minister refer the matter to the Chief Justice of the High Court so that he can decide and direct how these issues are to be determined according to law?
6. If legislation needs to be changed to facilitate referral to the Chief Justice will the Prime minister initiate these changes immediately?
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