Prison for $195,000 welfare fraudster
February 9, 2008 - 11:48AM

A tip-off from a member of the public has helped put a woman behind bars for defrauding Centrelink of more than $195,000.

Northern NSW woman Gai Misters was on Saturday sentenced to three years imprisonment after pleading guilty to using a false identity to steal more than $195,000 in Centrelink payments between August 1984 and April 2006.

The public tip-off led to an extensive investigation to establish the extent of the offence, including optical surveillance and the execution of a search warrant at the customers home by the Australian Federal Police (AFP).

The Lismore District Court heard Misters was in her 40s when she started receiving Centrelink payments in her real name, as well as in a created identity.

Misters has been ordered to repay Centrelink the money and will be eligible for parole after serving twelve months in prison.

Human Services Minister Joe Ludwig described the case as a "a deliberate and calculated effort to rip off taxpayers".

He said the tough sentence sends a very strong message that welfare fraud is wrong and the consequences are very serious.

"The sentencing should really serve as a strong warning to others who are thinking about rorting the system its only a matter of time before you get caught," Senator Ludwig said in a statement.

"Not only will you face the prospect of prison time and court fines, but you'll have to repay every dollar."
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